Mount Victoria Residents’ Association Inc

Minutes of Committee Meeting: held Monday 11 June 2012 at 7.00 pm 
at Hampton residence, 52 Porritt Ave

Present:, Elaine Hampton, Sue Watt, Craig Palmer (later) 

Apologies: Judie O’Connell

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of meeting on 14 May 2012 approved (moved Sue, seconded Elaine). 

Matters arising: Sue still has to follow-up on issue of water run-off in Stafford St

Future meetings: Elaine had looked at Ace House but didn’t think it would work for us.  We agreed to meet on second Tuesday of each month at Crossways.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 10 July at Crossways.

Action: Elaine will book Crossways and advise committee of time

Mt Victoria website: Phil Shepherd has been assisting with advice on maintaining the site. 

Action: Elaine will follow up.

Letter to Mayor, Celia Wade-Brown, regarding demolition rule: We noted that the Mt Victoria Historical Society was concerned that it had been included in the MVRA letter, but had not seen a final draft or been a joint signatory to it.  We proposed meeting with the MVHS to discuss this on Monday 18 June.  We noted what was needed was a “joined-up approach” re demolition, eg. the tourism benefits from preserving Mt Victoria’s character.  We also noted that the Council can intervene in private property rights if the District Plan requires it.

Action: Elaine to follow up with Joanna Newman and confirm the meeting

Embassy panels: We will discuss this and the MVRA contribution to the costs at our joint meeting with the Historical Society.

Demolition on Austin/Pirie Sts: We noted the many emails from Athena Gavriel and Gerard Pratley, the most affected neighbors, the builder and others (WCC, MVRA)   Kent Duston had provided some very helpful advice for Athena.  Also, the stress Athena and Gerard are under seems to be unreasonable given that undertakings were made by WCC in November to inform them of a start time and who the 'go to' person was if there were problems.  That had not happened.  We are concerned that under the current rules, there is an incentive for builders to proceed without the necessary consents and to gain them ex post facto.  
Action: Elaine will draft a letter to Warren Ulusele at WCC  asking to meet with him
Encroachment fees in Mt Victoria  The Council has proposed changing the encroachment fee regime to a system differentiated by neighborhood.  This would put Mt Victoria in the highest fee rate.  We agreed that a more equitable approach would be to base fees on property capital values – a formula could be devised with capital value, area of encroachment and price per square metre as the variables.

Action: Elaine will write to Iona Pannett

Finances and membership

The $5,000 term deposit was about to mature.  It was agreed to reinvest it for 180 days.

Action: Sue will check what rates banks are offering to ensure we get the best rate.  

 We agreed (moved Sue, seconded Elaine) to reimburse Sue $69.49 for stationery, photocopying, refreshments for candidates’ meeting etc.

Local government reform in Wellington region: The WCC is currently inviting submissions (by 29 June) on people’s views.  It was agreed that MVRA would not support any one option but present in its submission the important issues to be considered.

Action: Sue will canvass our members for their views/comments and draft the submission

Next meeting: Will be held Tuesday 10 July  – exact time and place will be advised

Minutes confirmed by

--------------------------------------

Date:



--------------------------------------

Correspondence

In

7 May – from Adam Lawrence, Senior Project Coordinator, GWC, thanking MVRA for its submission on the Regional Long-term Plan and advising that it would be finalized in June 2012

18 May – from Angela Baines, Office of the Mayor, attaching Mayor’s response to MVRA letter, with attached report on the demolition rule 5.3.11 dated 20 May 2011

18 May – from Iona Pannett, WCC Councillor, re Mayor’s letter

23 May, 24/5 (2), - from Athena Gavriel re demolition at Austin/Pirie Sts

30 May  (with long email trail going back to Nov 2011) – from Athena Gavriel re demolition at Austin/Pirie Sts

30May – from Bob Barber, Team Leader (Compliance), Development Planning and Compliance, WCC, re demolition at Austin/Pirie Sts

May – from Mayor Celia  Wade-Brown, inviting submissions on local government reform in Wellington region.  Submissions are due by 29 June.

11 June – from  Iona Pannett re encroachment fees

Out

18 May – to WCC with submission on 2012-22 Draft Long-term Plan

23 May – to Athena Gavriel re demolition at Austin/Pirie Sts

23 May – to Iona Pannett, WCC Councillor, re demolition at Austin/Pirie Sts
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