Mount Victoria Residents’ Association Inc

Minutes of Committee meeting held Tuesday 12 February 2013 at 7.30 pm 
at New Crossways, Roxburgh St

Present:, Elaine Hampton, Sue Watt, Judith Graykowski, Judie O’Connell, Craig Palmer, Joanna Newman (from Mt Victoria Historical Society)

Apologies: 
Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of meeting on 4 December 2012 were approved (Sue/Elaine)

Matters arising: Action: Elaine to ask Kent for a copy of his submission re the Greater Wellington Bus Review.

Victoria Bowling club:

No response yet to LGOIMA.re pesticides on greens.

Enforcement of lease conditions by WCC:  There are two situations in the Mt Victoria area of the Town Belt where the MVRA is concerned about enforcement of lease conditions:

Victoria Bowling Club - it was agreed Elaine send another LGOIMA requesting a copy of the Bowling Club’s legal opinion about not having to comply with the conditions of its lease re removing the TAB,

Action: Elaine 

Community Garden: is running a commercial venture – eg. a series of lectures and charging $1600.  MVRA continues to prefer the removal of the building, or as a second best, that the WCC runs it as a facility.  

Action: Elaine to write a letter to Mike Oates, cc. Councillor Helene Richie, re lease conditions about commercial operations.

Follow-up to meeting with Mayor, Celia Wade-Brown, regarding Mt Victoria heritage inventory and enforcement of demolition rules:  
Craig talked to Con Flinkenberg re photographs taken of every house in Mt Victoria in 1997.  Jo reported that they were held in the Wellington city archive.

Action: Elaine and Craig to work with Jo to write a follow-up letter re the heritage inventory.

Mt Victoria website: 

Craig has worked with Geoff Palmer to bid for the expired domain name mvra.org.nz and won it.  The domain name has been activated.  There was a unanimous vote of thanks to Geoff Palmer for achieving this.  

Action: Elaine to forward letter of thanks to Geoff with cheque.

Submission on Town Belt draft Management Plan and legislation – MVRA is scheduled to make a 10-minute oral presentation on Friday 22 February at 11am.

Action: Elaine and Sue to attend, and prepare for meeting with input from Craig.

Motorway plans for Basin Reserve and environs – Elaine and Sue attended a meeting with reps from other groups to share information on actions and ensure coordinated approach.  Issue  will require rapid action in near future re Environment Protection Agency hearings.
Rubbish collection: Sue reported that the net proceeds were $1,317.20.  It was agreed to donate $1,300 from the proceeds to Save the Basin (Craig/Sue moved/seconded).  

Craig reported that he had talked to Zac Jordan at WCC (area manager is Pita King)  and learned that WCC will not continue with the community inorganic rubbish collections.  The current street cleaning sub-contract held by the WCC’s internal operation expires on 1 July and the new contract will provide only for “Keep New Zealand Beautiful” projects (eg. reserves, streams, beaches, other public open spaces).  In addition, as NZTA contributes to the cost, it determines the conditions of the contract, and intends to have no more than two contracts for all city street cleaning and road, traffic and street light maintenance.

Action: Craig will confirm with Zac that his email is an accurate record, then Sue will contact other Wellington residents’ associations informing them of what is happening.

Christmas BBQ: We unanimously thanked Elaine and Michael for hosting a very enjoyable barbecue at 52 Porritt Ave.

Finance and subscriptions: 

Sue presented a statement of receipts and payments and a subscription list.

It was agreed to pay Geoff Palmer $28.17 to reimburse him for the cost of winning the bid for the website domain name, and $1,300 to Save the Basin from the proceeds of the rubbish collection.

Sue will send out subscription reminders in February/early March.

The Alcohol Management Strategy: - Elaine advised that consultation opened on Tuesday, more information on http://www.wellington.govt.nz/haveyoursay/publicinput/2013-01-alcohol.html.  The Lambton meeting is on 6 March at the Town Hall on Wakefield St from 7 - 9 pm (please RSVP). WCC wants to work with residents' associations to make these meetings a success.

Action: Sue to circulate invitation to meeting  when received from Lisa Mathews.(see below)

Mt Victoria Historical Society: Jo advised that the Historical Society’s priorities for 2013 are Save the Basin campaign (through talks with other historic societies, and a walk), plaques on houses shown on Embassy panel, plaques on houses with significant heritage value, earthquake awareness especially re art deco buildings.

Wellington Civic Trust: Craig advised that WCC’s Strategy and Policy Committee would be considering a paper on bringing research up to standard re heritage-listed buildings in the District Plan.  

Also, on post-earthquake fires: WCT has received an inadequate reply from Chris Tremain, Minister of Civil Defence, avoiding any answer regarding measures to prevent or minimise the risk of leaking gas lines being ignited by fallen live power lines after an earthquake.  The Trust will pursue this major issue, which affects all of the inner city's wooden houses.  Craig has also talked with Bill Southworth of Civil Defence Volunteers about highlighting this highly significant risk in the local media. 

Next meeting: will be advised

Minutes confirmed by

--------------------------------------
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Correspondence

In

· 4 Dec – Hanita Shantilal, Senior Property Adviser, WCC – re MVRA request for information on weedkillers/poisons used by Victoria Bowling Club – still trying to get an up-to-date list.

· 13 Dec – Tim Jones, Save the Basin – request to share MVRA’s PO Box 

· ?? Lisa Mathews – advising of WCC consultation and Lambton meeting on the Alcohol management Strategy. will send an electronic email invite for you to distribute to your members closer to the time

· Jo Coburn 
· 14 Jan - Christine McCarthy- invitation to meet with reps from other groups re Basin campaign.

· 17 Jan – Andree Kai Fong, NZTA – informing MVRA of upcoming geotechnical drilling on Brougham and Paterson Sts.

· 11 Feb – Craig Palmer, reporting on conversation with Zac Jordan, WCC Street Cleaning, re discontinuance of community inorganic rubbish collections

Out

· Nov 12 and Dec 3 – further follow-up to Hanita Shantilal, WCC) re weedkillers/poisons used on Victoria Bowling Club

· 10 Dec - Submission to WCC on draft Town Belt Management Plan and legislation

· 22 Jan – forwarded NZTA email re geotechnical drilling to members

