Subject: DRAFT Minutes of MVRA Meeting 5 March 2012 at 52 Porrit Avenue

The meeting of the Mt Victoria Residents Association was held at the home of Elaine Hampton, 52 Porritt Avenue.

The meeting began at 7:30pm, 5 March 2012

Present were: Elaine Hampton, Sue Watt (Treasurer), Craig Palmer, and Muriel Ross. Judith Graykowski in Minute Secretary role.

Not attending: apologies from Kent Duston

1. Minutes: Reviewed the issues held over from the December meeting, as the February meeting was taken up with the WCC bus review presentation.

2. MVRA website:  at the moment the web address is http://mtvictoria.org.nz/
The link is disabled to the public part of the site. Kent is understood to be willing to maintain the server in his garage.

ACTION: Elaine to discuss with Kent re: timeframe for a return to service and a live site.

3. MVRA Committee and friends BBQ.  Expected to be re-scheduled “when the promised better weather arrives.”

4. Meeting with Celia Wade Brown, the Mayor.  Unsuccessful approaches to schedule a meeting to date.  Was there a loss of willingness in Cr Iona Pannett  to enable access to Celia through her channels?  Open question: is Iona a voice for the Officials who think all neighbourhoods should be treated alike?

5.  Letter to REINZ.  

ACTION: Elaine to follow up with REINZ on content of letter.

6. Planning issues.  Retention and restoration of character buildings.  Pirie Street/Austin Street re-builds. Hawker Street “pair of bungalows.”

ACTIONS: 

1)  Propose to Lindsay Shelton of SCOOP to run a piece on the retention of Mt Victoria’s character townscape.

2) Craig Palmer to phone Cr Iona Pannett for a discussion on preservation of the special character of the locality.

7. Muriel Ross representation to MVRA on water run-off on Stafford Street.  Craig Palmer voiced the view that if the water is coming from public land ( the Green Belt) the City Council should sort out drainage from public land to private land. Moir St.was subject to water run-off, and council re-formed the drainage with 2 sumps ( is that correct? jg). 

ACTION: Craig Palmer/Elaine to write to WCC for their Stormwater engineer to inspect the problem at Stafford Street, and give Muriel Ross and MVRA a plan for remediation of the problem.

8. Wellington Town Belt . The dispute over land brought by the Badminton Club on Ruahine Street, Hataitai lost at the first round in Court, but won at the Appeal court.

ACTION: Elaine to have a word with Grant Robertson: he will speak to legislation protecting the Town Belt.

9. Noted: Submissions called for on Child Poverty, Elaine’s letter published that it might be more constructive to sacrifice the new roading plans to fund the elimination of Child Poverty in NZ.

10. MVRA profile-raising.  Debated the idea of an award for conservation projects/ houses well-renovated.  Craig said in contests you end up putting noses out of joint, and would need a conservation architect to adjudicate.  More ideas for profile-raising called for.

11. Support for Mt Victoria Historical Society to fund panels in the Embassy Theatre.  Craig Palmer moved that MVRA supports the project. Did not discuss budget for the project.

12. Next MVRA Meeting in April : after convening the April meeting on Monday 2 April at 7:30pm ( venue to be advised) suggested the Wintertime MVRA meetings be scheduled for the 2nd Monday of the Month at 7pm, starting with Monday 14 May,  Monday 11 June, Monday 9 July.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Not taken up at the meeting:  

Welcome information packet for new residents in Mt Vic.  Co-ordinate distribution to newcomers through the Real Estate fraternity.

Membership concerns: need fresh members with inclination to be active in MVRA.


Judith Graykowski

