Mount Victoria Residents’ Association Inc

Minutes of Committee meeting held Tuesday 9 October 2012 at 7.30 pm 
at New Crossways, Roxburgh St

Present:, Elaine Hampton, Sue Watt, Craig Palmer Judie O’Connell, Laureen Jones, Jo Newmann (from Mt Victoria Historical Society)

Apologies: Kent Duston

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes– notes of meeting on 11 September 2012 from Judith were approved with some additions (Sue to finalise)

Matters arising: 

Mt Victoria Bowling Club’s health effects – MVRA to send another enquiry to WCC re the use of lawn pesticides on their playing fields.
Meeting with WCC on planning and demolition rules: Warren Ulusele, WCC, wishes to meet with us but is abroad.

Action: Elaine to organise joint meeting with MVHS and Mr Ulusele

Submission on local government reform: Panel’s acknowledgement thanked MVRA for engaging so thoroughly.

Mt Victoria website: Sue has not been able to contact Peter Schumacher via phone & email and so will knock on door.  

Actions: Laureen agreed to upload copies of MVRA minutes and submissions to the site, and Sue to send her copies
Surveying MVRA members on draft submissions: We agreed we should put draft submissions for comment on our website, with notice in Mt Victoria newsletter.

Ongoing correspondence with Mayor, Celia Wade-Brown, regarding demolition rule: Received response 24 September to our letter of 22 July.   She offered to meet with us.  Kent had circulated to the Committee his thoughts on the matter, including that once a building is gone it can re replaced with anything.  Craig commented that decisions are taken in too narrow a context – need to consider heritage, social, cultural, future generations aspects 

Actions: Jo and Elaine to draft a letter and discussion points, Jo to arrange meeting with Mayor (plus appropriate officials)
GWRC Wellington bus review: Kent will attend the meeting on 15 November on MVRA’s behalf.

Action: Put on agenda for next meeting to discuss Kent’s brief.

Motorway plans for Basin Reserve and environs: We considered Craig’s email to Leonie Gill, WCC, (see correspondence) – not too late to ask Minister, Gerry Brownlee, to re-evaluate Option X in light of its greater benefits for less cost now motorway through Memorial Park being under-grounded..

Actions: Our entry in Mt Victoria newsletter encourage residents to write to Minister Brownlee

Scoop on proposal that Wellington councilors represent whole city instead of wards: We noted reported view of Federation of Wellington Progressive and Residents Associations.  We were concerned the cost to candidates of campaigning across the whole city would be prohibitively expensive.  We agreed that MVRA would continue not to be a member of the Federation as we prefer to speak with our own voice and that we advise Scoop of this.

Actions: Elaine to draft posting that Federation does not speak for Mt Victoria residents and that we want to keep local representation.  Also put our position in next newsletter.

Embassy panels: Jo thanked MVRA for generous donation, and presented the concept designs for the panels.
Next meeting: Tuesday 13 November? (will be advised)

Minutes confirmed by

--------------------------------------

Date:



--------------------------------------

Correspondence

In

· 19 Sept – from Port Nicholson Poneke Cycling Club re event on Mt Victoria 3 October

· 8 October – from Pauline Swann – advising that EDS provides free advice to community groups & individuals on Resource Management Act issues (email: advice@eds.org.nz)

· 8 October – from Matthew Lear, Team Leader Service Design, GWRC , inviting us to attend a meeting on Wellington city bus review on 15 November

· 9 October – copy of Craig Palmer’s email to Leonie Gill, WCC, re commissioning of First Light Studios to provide more explicit representations of Option X for Basin Reserve and environs.  

Out

· 21 September – Submission to Wellington Region Local Government Review Panel on local government governance reform
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